
Well, here we are again at the
end of another very busy half-
term!

Thank you to everyone who came
to our coffee morning on
Wednesday – it was lovely to see
you and we hope you enjoyed the
refreshments.

Thank you also to everyone for
coming to Parents’ Evening this
week. Education is at its most
effective when school and home
work together and it was great to
see so many smiling faces during
the evenings. Thank you to all the
staff who stayed late – it’s always
a team effort at St James’!

On my way into school this week, I
noticed the sun beginning to rise

at around 7:10 am. It definitely
getting lighter, and it won’t be long
before we are in the midst of
spring and summer! It’s amazing
how quickly the time goes…

Just a reminder that school closes
for half-term today (Friday 9th
February) and re-opens to
everyone one at normal time on
Monday 19th February.

I hope you all have a pleasant
break, and we look forward to
seeing everyone refreshed in a
week’s time!

Have a lovely half term break!

Mr Stitcher

Friday 9th February 2024



SPRING TERM DATES:

Monday 19th February – School open
Tuesday 20th February -Stuart Robinson, a  GB Para-Olympian visiting school

Please can we remind all parents to book their child/ren
school meals for week commencing 19th February 

prior to starting on the school day. Unfortunately, if meals 
are not booked in advance, your child may not receive their 
preference. 



ATTENDANCE/ PUNCTUALITY
Please ensure your child arrives to school on time for registration. 
The school gates are open from 8.30am till 8.40am.  All children 
should be in class by 8.40am. 
Arriving to school on time is important for your child so they don’t 
miss important introductions to the lesson. Please make sure every 
effort is made to ensure that your child/ren arrive on time.
Any absences from school must be reported on the school spider 
app or the school answerphone each day of your child's absence .

EXTENDED LEAVE
Please refer to our Discretionary Leave Policy (available on the 
website) for further information and clarity around taking your 
child out of school during term time. Please be aware that parents 
who take their child/ren away in school time may be issued with a 
penalty notice, or may be removed from the school roll.  All 
planned and unplanned leave must be discussed in advance, with 
Mrs Rehman.

APPOINTMENTS
Routine health appointments are better made out of school hours 
or during holidays. We are aware that this is not always possible, 
and request for appointments to be made at time where there is 
minimal disruption to your child's learning.  The school office 
should be notified as soon as possible of appointments, and shown 
appointment letters, cards or text messages.

“Children who attend 100% are 5 times more 
likely to work at, or above, the expected standard”.



School Reading Books 

We hope that everybody is enjoying school’s reading books that we have 
invested heavily in.  Please continue to read regularly with your children and 
discuss what has been read. Asking questions will help to develop 
understanding, comprehension and enjoyment. Please remember to read daily 
and sign reading records. 
Please could we take this opportunity to remind both parents,  carers and 
children to take extra care with home reading books as some have been 
damaged recently at home or in the school bag. These have included damaged 
and ripped pages as well as  being damaged by getting wet. We would like to
remind that we do not wish to fine parents and carers for damaged books as
we want children to read and enjoy without limitations but there will be future
charges for repeated damaged books.

Well done to the winning Online Safety Posters. These will be 
displayed in school.
During Online Safety Day the children had the opportunity to discuss 
what online safety means and how they could change it for the better.
If you have any questions about online safety, please speak to your 
class teacher.
Here are some useful website for guidance surrounding online safety:
https://beinternetlegends.withgoogle.com/en_uk/buildyourlegend/
https://parentzone.org.uk/
https://www.childnet.com/

Online Safety Posters





Half Term Activities





Tuesday 20th February 2024
Stuart Robinson, a GB Para-Olympian 
visiting school





My name is Nazir. I am 9 
years old and my mum is 
going on a Humanitarian Aid 
visit with a charity called 
Mercy to Humanity before 
Ramadhan to distribute food 
packs to the displaced Syrian 
refugees who were affected 
by the earthquake that took 
place in Turkey.

A year on from the 
devastating earthquake, 
where millions lost their 
lives and households, many 
are still suffering – living in 
tents and camps. 

I would like to help raise as 
much funds as possible and I 
bought sweets from my 
savings which I will be selling 
at our fundraiser which is 
taking place on Sunday 18th

February at Bangor Street 
Community Centre. My aim 
is to raise money for the 
needy and help my mum 
reach her target of £5000.

Please can you support me 
by coming to the event and 
see if you can help in any 
way. Your support and 
donations will be much 
appreciated!

Thank you



WHO WILL BE THE WINNERS NEXT WEEK?

RS 92.7%

RJ 96.2%

1S 97.1%

1J 92.5%

2S 93.7%

2J 95.3%

3S 98.3%

3J 96.4%

4S 92.3%

4J 89.7%

5S 93.3%

5J 93.0%

6S 98.1%

6J 94.0%

95% 
and 

above

90% -
94.9%

Below 
90%

If your child is absent due to illness, the office must be informed before 08:35 on that day.



St. James’ Stars of the Week!
Well done everyone, we are very proud of you. Who will be receiving a 
certificate next week?

Pre-School & Nursery Mustafa S & Haider R & Hiba H & Ahmad P & Adam A 

RS Amara A. & Aaliya P. RJ Muhammad P. & Rafia Z.

1S Sarim A & Amyra M 1J Amaya S & Faiza M

2S Faris C & Fatima K 2J Amelia M & Aisha C 

3S Ibrahim P & Haleema M 3J Maariyah P & Haris A

4S Lubabah B & Safa M 4J Zakariyya F & Zainab L

5S Yusuf A & Issa P 5J Safiyyah E & Hira M

6S Kubra M & Zara I 6J Essa F & Maira G



This week the children have been learning 
the story of 'The Little Red Hen'. The 
children have been joining in with the 
repeated phrases and have learnt about the 
value of friendship through the use of this 
story. It is amazing to hear the children 
discuss the different ways to show 
friendship. 

• Ask your child 
to tell you how 
to show 
friendship and 
talk about why 
they like their 
friends. 

The children have had a very exciting last 
week of term, we have learnt about the 
Chinese New Year, made lanterns and even 
tasted some Chinese food. We have read 
the story 'The Colour Monster', discussed 
different feelings and what we can do if 
we're feeling sad, angry or upset. Ask your 
children all about it!

• Please continue 
reading with your 
child at home 
over the holidays 
and enjoy the 
break. 



"Ni hao! This week we have been learning about Chinese 
New Year! The year of the Dragon! The children learnt to 
say hello (ni hao), My name is (wo de ming zi shi) and 
goodbye (zai jian). As well as some of the names of the 
animals for the Chinese zodiac. We also had an 
interesting / amazing Internet Safety Day on Tuesday 6th 
February. Please take some time to talk to your child 
about Internet safety at home and discuss what they do 
on the Internet. See some useful links below for guidance 
surrounding Internet Safety! Lets make the Internet safer 
and happier place to explore!It was lovely to see you all 
this week and discuss the outstanding progress your child 
has been making. If you have any question following 
Parent Evening, please speak to one of the Year 1 team. 
:) "

• "Online Safety 
guidance for parents 
and 
carers.https://parentz
one.org.uk/https://ww
w.childnet.com/We 
hope you have a 
lovely break during 
the half term and we 
look forward to 
seeing you spring 
back into action in 
the new term!"

Year 2 have had a brilliant week before half term! 
We have completed lots of exciting tasks all about 
Safer Internet Day. On Thursday, we had some 
visitors in class who told us lots about Chinese 
New Year this Saturday. We made lots of 
interesting masks and even made a dragon! Have 
a relaxing half term!

• Please read with 
your child over 
the half term.



Wow, what a fantastic half term we have had! This week 
Year 3 visited the children in the Reception Classes to 
complete some market research for Design Technology. 
We enjoyed finding out about what the children enjoyed 
playing with and then designing our own moving toy.  In 
maths, we have been using our multiplication 
knowledge to work out trickier timestables and word 
problems. 

• Over the holidays, 
remember to read 
and practise 
timetables. Have a 
great half term!

"What a great term! Year 4 have had a very 
busy few weeks. There has been a talent 
show, a spelling bee and an Online Safety Day. 
In English, we finished the week writing our 
own biographies and looked at how to group 
information. We also had a focus on spellings 
and had our very own spelling bee in class. In 
Maths, we continued to look at the perimeter of 
rectilinear shapes. We hope you have a lovely 
break. "

• Thank you for 
signing 
planners. 



This week we have finished looking at 
multiplication and division. We will be 
focusing on fractions after the holidays. In 
English we wrote a  persuasive text on why 
women should be allowed to vote. We 
looked at technical vocabulary to help us 
write a strong argument. 

Please help your child 
with their timetables for 
speed and accuracy.  
Homework is on 
century tech. Have a 
lovely holiday and stay 
safe :) 

End of a busy half term. They children have 
been working hard towards their end of year 
test. The work is becoming more and more 
challenging and they have persevered well. 
We hope you all have a lovely weeks 
holiday.

• Maths: Pg 40 - 41, 42 -
43, 44 – 45

• SPaG: 28-29, 30-31, 
32-33

• Reading: 26 and 27, 28 
and 29

• Century Tech



Dear God

Help us to love the world we live in.

Help us to have the courage to be exceptional in all we do.

Help us to respect the people around us

Thank you for making our school your home.

Amen

Follow the school on social media to 
keep up to date on what is happening 

in and around school!

Facebook: @StJamesCofEBlackburn

Twitter: @st_blackburn

Please note that you don’t need to 
have an account to view our social 

media pages.

After School Clubs
• Monday
Y4 Multiplication Club
Year 6 SATs Booster Club

• Tuesday 
- Year 1/2 STEM Multi-skills club

-Year 1 Phonics club
- Year 5/6 Girls’ Football Club

• Thursday
KS2 tag Rugby

https://www.facebook.com/StJamesCofEBlackburn
https://twitter.com/st_blackburn

